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Outstanding junior Rick Nicker-
son was the team's leading scorer.
During the Largo game, Rick fol-
lows through on his two point at-
tempt. The final outcome was a Tor-
nado victory with a score of 76-66.
Averaging nearly twenty points
per game over the last 12 games of
the season, Eric "Doc" Robinson
played a vital role in the Tornadoes'
late surge. "Doc" penetrates the
Northeast defense for his famous
hanging jumper.
Top Contenders (cont)
through determination,
dedication, and hard work.
The great experience of the
Governor's Cup Tourna-
ment seemed to mature us."
Included in this winning
streak was the Pinellas
County conference title
game. Tickets for this away
game were sold out at Clear-
water High by the end of first
period on the day they went
on sale. With the Dixie Hol-
lins gym packed tight, the
Tornadoes surpressed the
Rebels 57 to 55.
After winning the next
three season games, the Tor-
nadoes went on to the dis-
trict tournament. The Torna-
does breezed past Tampa Jef-
1 he twin towers of Clearwater
High, Senior Leron Howard and Ju-
nior Charles Freeman work togeth-
er to grab a rebound against St. Pete.
The final score was 50-44.
ferson by 32 points and then
faced Tampa Robinson the
next night for the Class 4A
District Championship. With
8 seconds left Robinson's
Reggie Mitchell sunk a 15-
foot jumper from the corner,
giving Robinson a 56-55 vic-
tory and ending the Torna-
does' season.
Coach Jack Wilson com-
pleted his 400th win after
the Tornadoes beat Pinellas
Park 88-69. Coach Wilson,
who has coached at Clear-
water for seventeen years
explained, "I believe that
there are four distinct ad-
vantages, which are not nec-
essarily prevalent in the
area's other basketball pro-
grams: (1) great basketball
tradition, (2] high quality,
dedicated young men, (3) in-
comparable community fi-
nancial support, and (4) con-
sistent, unwavering admin-
Being one of the tallest members ol
the learn is a definite advantage lot
Charles Freeman. At the Largo
game, he amazes his opponents
with his agility and ease ol dunking
the ball.
istrative support."
The team respected and
admired Coach Wilson a great
deal. Leron Howard com-
mented, "To me, he was more
of an uncle than a coach. If
you ever had a problem, he
would help you out. Coach
Wilson also runs a first class
basketball program. He feels
that every time we go out to
play, we are representing
Clearwater High School and
he wanted us to do that on
and off the court. He also
wants us to be first class citi-
zens after high school."
Although many expected
the Tornadoes to go farther
than the PCC title, the season
could definitely not be con-
sidered a failure. They got a
tough break in the district
championship, but still
upheld the winning tradition
for which the Tornado bas-
ketball program is known.y
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